
Policy Committee  
Minutes 

March 28, 2016 
 
The meeting began at 5:32 pm 
 

Present:   Tony Abbate, Carrie Hanshaw, Michele Lurz, Cory Heitsch, Brian Toth,  
 Chad Scaling, David Phillips, Maureen Altermatt 
 
Guest:   Lisa Kudwa, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction, Technology, and 

Assessment 
 

Public Comments 

 Michele Tippy spoke about her family’s request to change the School Of Choice (SOC) 
guidelines for out of district (OOD) students; a handout was provided to the committee.  
Their children have attended Brummer and MMS as OOD SOC students, and would 
attend East under the current guidelines.  Mrs. Tippy asked that SLHS be opened for 
SOC so that the children will remain with their friends as the majority of 
Brummer/MMS students attend SLHS. 

 

 Ann Rimanelli spoke in support of the Tippy family and their request.  Mrs. Rimanelli 
has children in the South Lyon schools who will be going to SLHS and have formed 
friendships with the Tippy children. 
 

 Steve Showerman also spoke in support of the Tippy family and their request.  Mr. 
Showerman lives in the Brighton school boundary but has students who attend SLCS as 
OOD SOC.    He spoke of logistical challenges with transportation. 
 

 Margaret Fallow spoke to the committee about her concerns with the high school 
grading system, specifically 1) the use of A+ grades only at the marking periods but not 
at semesters and 2) the mathematical model used to calculate grades.  She shared 
concerns that the current system can impact student eligibility for awards and 
scholarships. 
 

 Benny McCusker shared an example of his son’s grades of A+ at the marking periods 
being calculated as A for semester GPA calculations.  He asked the District to either 
award A+ grades or not award them, but to use a consistent practice throughout the 
year. 

 

Old Business 

 The committee discussed the Tippy family’s request to change the Administrative 
Guidelines for Policy 5113.01 School of Choice Options.  It was explained that an 
exception could not be made for only one family.  After carefully considering the 
rationale for the current guidelines, the committee members all agreed that no changes 
should be made. 

 



New Business 

  The committee reviewed and approved the following new language to be added to 
Policy 5113.01 Administrative Guidelines for School of Choice Options.  This language 
was added in response to Board actions related to 105/105c offerings for 2016-17 based 
on recommendations made by the District Task Force for Growth.  Administrative 
Guidelines do not need to be presented at a Board meeting.  They will be updated 
effective immediately. 
 

If SOC applications for 105/105c students exceed the publicized 
positions reserved at a given building, priority will be given to siblings 
of current 105/105c students in the District.  All other applicants 
would be subject to the lottery process. 

 

 Review of Policy 2310 Grading System 
 
The Policy Committee discussed the current secondary grading system and clarified the charges 
to the Grading and Reporting Committee.  The timeline needed for such extensive work was 
discussed by the administrators present.  Mrs. Kudwa explained that the team was requesting a 
year-long study so that all members of the committee could be provided with professional 
development opportunities regarding research around grading and reporting and so that the 
committee could have time to discuss their priorities in a grading model.  The request for a 
year- long study was granted, and the Grading and Reporting Committee will tentatively bring 
their recommendations to the Board in spring of 2017.  An outside consultant with a strong 
background in grading and reporting work will be hired to provide the professional 
development for the committee and to facilitate the process. 
 
Each committee will have representatives from the administration, teaching staff in the four 
core areas, special education and electives, counselors, and central office administrators.  As 
needed, data processors will be consulted regarding the gradebook calculations. 
 

Middle School: 

 Review and make a recommendation regarding whether to continue with the 12 point 
scale and, if not, how to replace it 

 
High School: 

 Review and make a recommendation regarding whether to continue with the current 4.0 
grading system and, if not, whether to replace it with a straight percentage system or 
another model 

 Discuss and make a recommendation regarding whether to maintain or replace the 
current practice of granting A+ grades for card markings but, at the semester, only 
awarding  GPA credit above a 4.0 for AP courses, not all courses 

 Address the issue of teachers having the ability to adjust students' semester grade up or 
down one grade (ie. A- to an A) 

 Make a recommendation for how to phase in any GPA calculation changes 
 In all high school level discussions, consider as one factor, the college application 

process and scholarship application processes 



Both groups are also tasked with considering the communication process to students and their 
families explaining how grades are calculated.   
 
The high school will look into adding clarifying language to their card marking (term) GPA so 
that it is clear that this card marking GPA is not an official GPA and should not be used for 
applications to colleges or for scholarship purposes.   
 
Other 

 Policy 8220 Emergency Closings – This discussion will be continued at the next meeting. 

 Maureen advised Policy Committee members that an email with updated 
Administrative Guidelines for Policy 3363/5518 Sex Based Harassment will be sent to 
them this week for review. 

 
Public Comments 

 Mrs. Tippy thanked the committee for their time and shared some additional comments 
for consideration. 

 Mr. McCusker thanked the committee and reiterated his concerns with the current 
grading practices. 

 Mrs. Fallow thanked the committee and urged them to look at how students are 
impacted by the current grading system.  She also asked them to emphasize 
communication with parents. 
 

Future meeting dates – 5:30 pm 
April 18 
May 16 – if needed  
May 23 - if needed 
June 13 - if needed 
 

 

 

 
 


